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What is SD-WAN 
and what benefits 
does it offer?
What is SD-WAN?

How can my company benefit?

A classic wide area network (WAN) may be fast and reliable, 
but it offers little in the way of flexibility. When a WAN is 
switched to a software-based system, we call it an SD-WAN. 
Hardware and software are kept separate from one another 
and can be configured easily and in an agile manner via 

Software-defined networking opens up new avenues for automating and virtualising processes. Software-defined networks (SDN) 
significantly increase efficiency and support automation.

This generates very specific advantages for companies of all sizes:

1.  An integrated solution 
(software layer plus services and networking)

Bandwidth adaptation within minutes. Especially useful for 
temporary peaks, e.g. larger volumes of data are transported 
around the time of the annual report, a peak that is not 
seen at other times of the year. These bandwidth peaks can 
be adapted in a targeted manner, within seconds and for as 
long as required.

2.  New services at the click of a mouse

Adapt to local requirements and new locations within 
minutes on the basis of modular offers.

4.		Cost	efficiency

Secure and reliable access to cost-effective Internet 
bandwidth and high service quality, especially for critical 
applications. The basis for this is provided by access and 
service level agreements, e.g. with a fallback on Dualnet 
or wireless.

Your next step
Now that you know how it works in theory, it’s time to find out more 

about the topic. We recommend reading our in-depth white paper 
“With SD-WANs into the Hybrid Cloud”.

a dashboard on the user’s computer. No matter whether 
the customer uses the cloud or has a data centre, network 
properties can be controlled centrally, offering location 
connection at the touch of a button.

3.		Hybrid	networks

Flexible combinations of tried-and-tested classic network 
technologies and cost-effective SD-WAN setups.

https://www.swisscom.ch/en/business/enterprise/downloads/digitalisierung/sd-wan.html

